UPDATE ON ELECTRONIC CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE PRESCRIPTIONS
Arizona Board of Pharmacy staff has been responding to numerous calls and e-mails from pharmacies inquiring whether they may accept electronic prescriptions for Controlled Substances under the DEA’s new “final interim” rule on the subject, which was effective June 1, 2010.  The unfortunate answer at this point is “NO.”  

As posted in the FAQ section of our website, DEA’s rule requires that systems for sending and receiving CSERx must be “certified” by a “third-party auditor” as meeting the security requirements specified in the rule.  

DEA has stated that no such systems are certified yet; moreover, DEA has not even designated any third-party entities that it will allow to conduct audits and issue certification.  

Accordingly, it seems unlikely that CSERx can be meaningfully implemented for some time yet.  This is, of course, a frustrating situation, particularly given the length of time that the DEA spent in promulgating the rule.  Board staff will continue to update ARIZONA pharmacists with information on this rule as it becomes available.  For further DEA viewpoint on the rule, pharmacists can review a DEA slide presentation here:  



